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ENSEMBLE CONCERTENSEMBLE CONCERT

Graduate Jazz Combo  
William Menefield, director

Sunday, October 10, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
Voxman Music Building Recital Hall



In Case You Missed It                           	 Bobby Watson (b. 1953)

Footprints 	 Wayne Shorter  (b. 1933)
			   arr. Terence Blanchard

The Power of Empathy  	 Jerome Gillespie, Jr.

Black Narcissus   	 Joe Henderson (1937-2001)

Computer G   	 Kenny Garrett (b. 1960)

Graduate Jazz Combo
William Menefield, director 

Programs supported by the Elizabeth M. Stanley Fund for the Performing Arts.

PROGRAM

PERSONNEL

Alexander Kelsh, alto saxophone
Matthew White, tenor saxophone

Dave Thaker, guitar
Askar Khaetov, bass

Jerome Gillespie, Jr, drums



Dr. William Menefield, an active performer and composer, is assistant 
professor of jazz studies. His eclectic sound of jazz, R&B, soul, and 
classical, draws the audience in with each note, in every song, at all 
performances. The Cincinnati native flawlessly and creatively blends 
the influences of Stevie Wonder with Beethoven and Kenny Kirkland 
with Bach. He is seen as “a leader whose playing is nothing short of 
breathtaking.” (CityBeat) His distinctive style creates a sound that is 

uniquely robust and smooth.
William began his professional jazz piano career at age twelve and released his first album, Big Will 
Leaps In (1999) with J-Curve Records, right out of high school. On this debut album, his “original 
pieces stand out...because they are intelligently crafted and flow with...lyricism...”  (JazzTimes). His 
second album, Will’s Revenge, was self-produced and released in 2005. In 2002, he was honored to 
serve as the Artist-in-Residence for The Robert S. Duncanson Society at the Taft Museum of Art. He 
has also been a soloist with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra (2005) and the Cincinnati Opera’s 
“Opera Goes to Church.” (2006, 2013, 2016)    
Dr. Menefield has shared the stage with Roy Ayers, Clark Terry, David “Fathead” Newman, Gary Bartz, 
John Blake, Don Braden, Steve Wilson, Javon Jackson, and a host of other outstanding musicians. 
In 2018, he served as musical director for Jennifer Holliday and participated on the creative team 
that produced music for the pilot episode of the HBO television series The Watchmen. He continues 
to perform at venues across the United States and the world, most recently performing in Namibia 
and Guatemala. He also traveled as a performer/presenter on the university tour, 400: An Afrikan 
Epic, with the Mark Lomax Quartet (2019-2020).
William’s journey in music composition began early, at the age of eight, in response to his mother’s 
removal of all televisions from their home. His passion for composing inspired him to earn music 
composition degrees from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (BM, 2005) 
and the University of Texas at Austin (DMA, 2011).
Dr. Menefield is currently working on commissions for the Cincinnati Opera, including the new 
opera, Fierce, with librettist Sheila Williams and dramaturg D. Lynn Meyer (originally set to debut in 
the summer of 2021). In 2020, he was also commissioned by Dr. Victoria Holland, lyric soprano and 
vocal coach at The Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto, to compose the five-part song cycle, 
Here. In the spring of 2019, he had his Carnegie Hall debut with the performance of his choral-
orchestral work Prism, commissioned by the Young Professionals Choral Collective. His children’s 
choir piece, My Melody, commissioned by The Society for the Preservation of Music Hall, was 
performed at the 125th anniversary celebration of Cincinnati Music Hall in 2003. 
William’s commitment to his craft is apparent in his expertly executed and engaging performance 
and teaching style. He is dedicated to both educating and mentoring young musicians. Dr. Menefield 
is motivated by sharing the power of music.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
For the most up to date listing of concerts and recitals, please visit arts.uiowa.edu.

All events are FREE unless otherwise indicated.
View livestreamed concerts at music.uiowa.edu/livestream.

OCTOBER                                                                                                          2021

10	 7:00 p.m. Celebrating Beethoven: Complete 32 Piano Sonatas 
UI Festival - Concert #2 Concert Hall

13	 7:30 p.m. Guest Artist Recital: Svetozar Ivanov, piano Recital Hall

17	 3:00 p.m. Celebrating Beethoven: Complete 32 Piano Sonatas 
UI Festival - Concert #3 Concert Hall

20	 7:30 p.m. UI Symphony Orchestra Concert Hall

23	 7:30 p.m. Guest Artist Recital: Hannah Holman, cello and 
Michelle Alvarado, piano Recital Hall

23	 7:30 p.m. Guest Artist Recital: David Briggs, organ Concert Hall

24	 3:00 p.m. Celebrating Beethoven: Complete 32 Piano Sonatas 
UI Festival - Concert #4 Concert Hall

24	 7:30 p.m. Faculty & Guest Artist Recital: Ensemble Yeon Concert Hall

24	 7:30 p.m. Faculty Recital: Red Vespa Stark Opera Studio

25	 7:30 p.m. Guest Artist Recital: Evan Fowler, trumpet Recital Hall

28	 7:30 p.m. Guest Chamber Recital: Dave & Sam’s Brass 
Extravaganza Stark Opera Studio

29	 7:30 p.m. Choral Collage Broadcast Livestream

31	 3:00 p.m. Iowa Percussion Fall Concert Concert Hall

31	 7:30 p.m. Tuba/Euphonium Studio Recital Recital Hall

31	 7:30 p.m. Composers Workshop I Concert Hall


