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CENTER FOR NEW MUSIC
David Gompper, director

presents 

Sarah Plum, violin 
Timothy Lovelace, piano

Friday, November 10, 2023 at 7:30pm
Voxman Music Building Concert Hall



Mille Regretz              Josquin de PREZ
(1450-1521)

arr. Joanne METCALF
(b. 1958)

An Absence of Stars for solo violin (2023)**  Joanne METCALF

Sonata No. 2 in A Major, Op. 100    Johannes BRAHMS
Allegro amabile  (1833-1897)
Andante tranquillo
Allegretto grazioso

INTERMISSION

Canticle in Memory of David Foster Wallace for solo violin (2018)*     Sidney CORBETT
lento tranquillo (b. 1960)
animato
andante semplice
ŤŁõÑĔ
andantino

Fantasiestücke, op. 73 for clarinet and piano (violin version) Robert SCHUMANN
Zart und mit Ausdruck  (1810-1856)
Lebhaft, leicht
Rasch und mit Feuer

** Commissioned by Sarah Plum
* Commissioned by Sarah Plum with funds from Drake University

PROGRAM

CENTER FOR NEW MUSIC
SEASON 58, CONCERT 4

Sarah Plum, violin 
Timothy Lovelace, piano



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Sarah Plum�ÊÕë²č�ñÕİ�ĭÕİêĔİČõčë�Ë²İÕÕİ�ÊŘ�Ŗõččõčë�ļñÕ�ţİĴļ�ĭİõşÕ�²ļ�ļñÕ�EčļÕİč²ļõĔč²Ć�
Stulberg Competition in 1984. Since then, she has been sought after by orchestras 
and fellow musicians in the US and Europe as a soloist, recitalist, and chamber 
musician. Praised for her “boundless curiosity and tireless efforts to expand the violin 
repertoire” and “engagingly adventurous sensibility” (Gramophone Magazine), Sarah 
|ĆŁČ�ñ²Ĵ�ñ²Ñ�²�ĭİĔĆõţË�Ë²İÕÕİ�Ëñ²ČĭõĔčõčë�čÕŖ�ČŁĴõËʞ�ËĔČČõĴĴõĔčõčë�ËĔČĭĔĴÕİĴ�
and bringing contemporary music to a wider audience.

Personal Noise, Plum’s recent CD release of new music for violin and electronics 
has been praised as “a fantastic new release - a must have for everyone who loves 
meaningful sonic adventures” (Whole Note Magazine) and as “beguilingly imaginative” 
by Gramophone Magazine.

As a soloist her “consistently stunning” playing (Third Coast Digest) has been featured 
at festivals and venues worldwide, including Ankunft: Neue Musik Festival at the Berlin 
A²ŁĭļÊ²ñčñĔêʞ�~ŁõÕļ��ŁÕ�EčļÕİČÕÑõ²�õč��ÕİĆõčʞ��ÕčļÕİ�êĔİ�]ÕŖ�\ŁĴõË��²č�:İ²čËõĴËĔʞ�
Spectrum NYC, Music on the Edge at the Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburg as well 
as at residencies at universities such as Duke, Virginia Tech, Oakland University and 
UC Davis.

Recent concerts include a solo CD release concert on Constellation’s Frequency 
Series, solo performances at the Ear Taxi Festival in Chicago, SEAMUS (Society for 
Electro-Acoustic Music), Chimefest at the University of Chicago, New York City 
Electroacoustic Music Festival and chamber music performances with the Fulcrum 
Point Ensemble, Zodiac Festival Ensemble and at the University of Oklahoma String 
Academy. This coming spring, Sarah will premiere a double violin concerto written 
for her by Mari Takano with the Chicago Composers Orchestra.

Sarah Plum moved to Chicago in 2018 and since then has been active in the local 
new music scene, playing with groups such as Dal Niente Ensemble, Fulcrum Point 
Ensemble and Access Contemporary Music as well as collaborations with numerous 
ĆĔË²Ć�ËĔČĭĔĴÕİĴ�²čÑ�ĭÕİêĔİČÕİĴʣ��ñÕ� õĴ�Ĕč� ļñÕ� ê²ËŁĆļŘ�²ļ�ÊĔļñ� ļñÕ�\ŁĴõË� EčĴļõļŁļÕ�
of Chicago and their elite Academy program. She also coaches chamber music at 
Michigan State University and is on the violin faculty at Lake Forest College.

Pianist and conductor Timothy Lovelace heads the Collaborative Piano program at 
the University of Minnesota and is an active recitalist, having been featured at Rio de 
Janeiro’s Sala Cecilia Meireles, Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall, Washington’s Kennedy 
Center, New York’s Merkin Concert Hall, Chicago’s Dame Myra Hess Memorial 
Concerts and on chamber music series sponsored by the symphony orchestras of 
Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, Minnesota and the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. As a 
soloist, Lovelace has performed with the Minnesota Orchestra conducted by Osmo 



Vänskä.

The roster of internationally-known artists with whom Lovelace has appeared includes 
\õİõ²Č� :İõÕÑʞ� ]ĔÊŁăĔ� EČ²õʞ� �ĔÊÕİļ� \²ččʞ� �ñ²İĆÕĴ� ]ÕõÑõËñʞ� |²įŁõļĔ� "ʿ�õŕÕİ²ʞ� ²čÑ�
Dawn Upshaw.  For thirteen years, he was a staff pianist at the Ravinia Festival’s Steans 
EčĴļõļŁļÕʞ�ŖñÕİÕ�ñÕ�ĭĆ²ŘÕÑ�õč�ļñÕ�ËĆ²ĴĴÕĴ�Ĕê��²İÊ²İ²��ĔččÕŘʞ��ñİõĴļĔĭñ�&ĴËñÕčÊ²Ëñʞ�
Thomas Hampson, Christa Ludwig and Yo-Yo Ma, among others.

Lovelace has conducted the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Virginia Beach 
Symphony (now Symphonicity), and the symphony orchestras of the University of 
Cincinnati College-Conservatory and the University of Minnesota. A proponent of 
new music, he has performed the works of many living composers and has presented 
premieres of works by John Harbison, Osvaldo Golijov, and Libby Larsen. He has 
İÕËĔİÑÕÑ� êĔİ� ļñÕ��ĆÊ²čŘʞ��İ²ÊÕĴįŁÕʞ��ĆŁÕ�;İõêţčʞ��ĔĴļĔč��ÕËĔİÑĴʞ�\���²čÑ�]²ŗĔĴ�
labels. His principal teachers were Harold Evans, Clifford Herzer, Gilbert Kalish, 
Donna Loewy, and Frank Weinstock.



PROGRAM NOTES
Canticle (in memoriam David Foster Wallace) for Violin (2017/19)

The Canticle was commissioned by Drake University for my close friend, the violinist 
�²İ²ñ�|ĆŁČʣ��²İ²ñ�²čÑ�E�ñ²ŕÕ�ËĔĆĆ²ÊĔİ²ļÕÑ�Č²čŘ�ļõČÕĴ�ĔŕÕİ�ļñÕ�ČĔİÕ�ļñ²č�ļŖĔ�ÑÕË²ÑÕĴ�
of our friendship. So when Sarah asked me about a piece inspired by one of the six 
�²Ëñ�ĴĔĆĔ�ĴĔč²ļ²Ĵ�êĔİ�ŕõĔĆõč�E�Ŗ²Ĵ�Ĕê�ËĔŁİĴÕ�ļñİõĆĆÕÑʞ�ÊŁļ�²ĆĴĔ�²�ĆõļļĆÕ�čÕİŕĔŁĴʞ�ļñÕĴÕ�
�²Ëñ�ĭõÕËÕĴ�ÊÕõčë�ĴĔ�ê²ČõĆõ²İ�²čÑ�ĴĔ�ĔŕÕİŖñÕĆČõčë�õč�ÕŕÕİŘ�Ŗ²Řʣ�E�ËñĔĴÕ�ļñÕ�²�ČõčĔİʞ�
²�ĭõÕËÕ�E�ĭ²İļõËŁĆ²İĆŘ�ĆĔŕÕʣ�

�ļ� ļñÕ� ļõČÕ�Ĕê�Ŗİõļõčë� ļñõĴ�ĭõÕËÕ� E�ñ²Ñ� āŁĴļ�ţčõĴñÕÑ�İÕ²Ñõčë�"²ŕõÑ�:ĔĴļÕİ�¥²ĆĆ²ËÕʧĴ�
ʦ&ŕÕİŘļñõčë�²čÑ�\ĔİÕʝ����ĔčËõĴÕ�AõĴļĔİŘ�Ĕê�EčţčõļŘʦʣ�¥²ĆĆ²ËÕ�õĴ�Ĕê�ËĔŁİĴÕ�ÊÕĴļ�ăčĔŖč�
²Ĵ�²�čĔŕÕĆõĴļʞ�ĭ²İļõËŁĆ²İĆŘ� êĔİ�ñõĴ�Õŗĭ²čĴõŕÕ�ʦEčţčõļÕ�QÕĴļʦ�ÊŁļ�ñÕ�Ŗ²Ĵ�²ĆĴĔ�²�ĴļŁÑõÕÑ�
mathematician and his historical survey of mathematicians search for a way to 
ëİ²Ĵĭ�ļñÕ�ËĔčËÕĭļ�Ĕê�õčţčõļŘ�õč�Č²ļñÕČ²ļõËĴ�²ĆĴĔ�ĆÕÑ�ļĔ�ËĔčĴõÑÕİ²ļõĔčĴ�Ĕê�õİİÕëŁĆ²İ�
ĴŘČČÕļİõÕĴ�²čÑ� õčţčõļÕ�İÕËŁİĴõŕÕĴ� õč�ČŁĴõËʣ�cê�ËĔŁİĴÕʞ��²ËñʧĴ�ČŁĴõË� õĴ�²ĆĴĔ� êÕİļõĆÕ�
ëİĔŁčÑ�êĔİ�ĴŁËñ�ËĔčĴõÑÕİ²ļõĔčĴ�ĴĔ�õč�Ŗİõļõčë�ČŘ�ĭõÕËÕ�E�ñ²Ñ�ļñÕĴÕ�õÑÕ²Ĵ�õč�ČõčÑʣ��ñÕ�
external architecture of my piece follows closely the structure of the Bach model but 
of course in all other things the music follows only my own imagination. 

Canticle is dedicated to Sarah Plum.

Sidney Corbett
Mannheim, Germany July 2023

The Absence of Stars (2023) 

The Absence of Stars imagines a loss so complete, so thorough, that even the radiance 
and beauty of the heavens have lost their power to console; it is as if the stars have 
ëĔčÕ�ĔŁļʣ� EčĴĭõİÕÑ�ÊŘ� ļñÕ� � Ëñ²čĴĔč�Mille regretz in a setting attributed to Josquin 
des Prez, it echoes the earlier work’s themes of lament and regret. At times muted, 
²ļ� ļõČÕĴ�ţÕİŘ� õč� õļĴ� ÕŗĭİÕĴĴõĔčʞ� ļñÕ� ŕõĔĆõčʿĴ� ĴĔĆõĆĔįŁŘ� � İ²čëÕĴ� êİĔČ�ĴÕİÕčÕʞ�ÑÕĆõË²ļÕ�
ĭ²ĴĴ²ëÕĴ� ļĔ�Ñİ²Č²ļõËʞ� õČĭ²ĴĴõĔčÕÑ�ĔŁļÊŁİĴļĴʣ� Eļ� ļİ²ŕÕİĴÕĴ� ļñÕ�ë²ČŁļ�Ĕê� ĴĔČÕļõČÕĴ�
contradictory emotions that accompany grief; at times the music is even dancelike. 
The Absence of Stars was commissioned by and composed for Sarah Plum. 

The Absence of Stars is part of The Eternities, a collection of works for solo instruments 
on the theme of eternity. To date, the collection comprises

       The Vast Unknowable for soprano saxophone 
       The Undreaming for piano 
       The Absence of Stars for violin



For the most up to date listing of concerts and recitals, please visit arts.uiowa.edu.
All events are FREE unless otherwise indicated !

Performances that are being livestreamed are marked with  " 
View livestreamed concerts at music.uiowa.edu/livestream.

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 
11 7:30pm Guest Artist Recital: Chris Anderson, saxophone Concert Hall

11 7:30pm Trumpet Studio Recital A Recital Hall

12 3:00pm Guest Artist Recital: Joseph Genualdi, violin Recital Hall

12 7:30pm Composers’ Workshop Concert II  " Recital Hall

13 7:30pm  Combo Workshop Concert  Stark Opera Studio

14 7:30pm Johnson County Landmark  " Concert Hall 

14 7:30pm Midori and Festival Strings Lucerne  ! Hancher Auditorium

15 7:30pm Iowa City New Horizons Band and the Iowa Symphony Band  " Concert Hall


