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HUNTSVILLE, Ala.--The Army Ordnance Missile Command, the organi

zation responsible to NASA for the space probe project, embraces key 
installations engaged in rocket, missile and space programs in Alabama, 

California and New Mexico. Maj. Gen. J. B. Medaris is the Commanding 
General.

The Command is charged with all Army Ordnance responsibilities 

in the missile-space field. This includes development, production, 
storage and maintenance of Army rocket and guided missile weapons systems, 

and conducting space projects as assigned by the National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency and the Advanced Research Projects Agency.

AOMC’s resources and capabilities cover a wide range, from prototype 

production of the JUPITER IRBM, basic research in many areas, test facili

ties, and the launching of long-range rockets and space vehicles. Fourteen 
major weapons systems are under its jurisdiction. Annual expenditures in 
support of these programs are about two billion dollars.

Redstone Arsenal, Ala., serves as headquarters for the Command, the 

Army Ballistic Missile Agency, and the Army Rocket and Guided Missile 

Agency. Also under the Command are the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, White 
Sands Missile Range, and the post command at Redstone Arsenal.
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Total personnel strength of the Command is about 27,500, of whom

4,600 are military and 22,900 are civilians. Of the latter, more than 
3,100 are employed by Army contractors operating on the installa tions.

Following are brief statements about each AOMC segment:
 Army Ballistic Missile Agency ABMA, commanded by Brig. Gen. J.

A. Barclay, is America's first and only Agency created exclusively for 

the performance of technical service responsibilities for long range 

ballistic missiles and space vehicles.

This encompasses research and development, fabrication of components, 
prototype production, static testing and launching, and resolution of 
logistics support and field maintenance problems.

The Agency, with JPL, was responsible for the space probe project, 
as well as the Army's Explorer satellite series.

ABMA programs, in addition to space research, include the REDSTONE, 

PERSHING and JUPITER ballistic missiles. Facilities include a large twin- 
vertical test stand, cold calibration stand, blockhouse, development shops 

and assembly buildings capable of fabricating complete missiles; metallurgy, 

rubber and plastics laboratories, a computation laboratory and supporting 

facilities. The plant is ideally suited to the development and prototype 
production of large rockets.

Dr. Wernher von Braun heads the Agency's Development Operations 

Division. Development Operations consists of 10 laboratories: Aeroballistics, 
directed by Dr. E. D. Geissler; Computation, Dr. H. Hoelzer; Fabrication and 

Assembly Engineering, Hans H. Maus; Guidance and Control, Dr. Walter Haeus
sermann; Research Projects, Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger; Missile Firing (at Cape 

Canaveral), Dr. Kurt Debus; Structures and Mechanics, W. A. Mrazek; Systems 

Analysis and Reliability, E. W. Neubert; Test, Karl Heimburg; Systems 
Support Equipment, Hans Hueter.
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The present strength of ABMA is about 6,800, of whom 5,000 are Civil 
Service employees, 360 military, and 1400 contractor.

Army Rocket and Guided Missile Agency -- ARGMA, commanded by Brig.

Gen. J. G. Shinkle, is charged with development, procurement, production, 

industrial engineering, industrial mobilisation, maintenance and repair 

parts supply and stock control of Ordnance rockets and guided missiles. 
This includes all A m y  surface-to-surface and surface-to-air missiles ex

cept the ballistic missiles for which ABMA is respossible.
ARGMA is also assigned specified national and support missions for 

other types of rockets, JATOs and target drones.

The ARGMA organization has directed the development of such Army 
weapons systems as the surface-to-surface SERGEANT, CORPORAL, HONEST JOHN, 

LITTLE JOHN and LACROSSE; and surface-to-air HAWK, NIKE-AJAX, NIKE-HERCULES, 

NIKE-ZEUS, and PLATO. Some of these are already deployed and others are 
nearing field use,

ARGMA's work in solid propellants is conducted on the Arsenal by the 

Thiokol Chemical Corp. and the Rohm, and Haas Chemical Co., which operate 

government-owned facilities.

Major elements of the Agency include three Divisions -- Research 

and Developments Industrial and Field Service which have the national 

Army mission in their respective fields; the Ordnance Missile Laboratories, 
a series of labs which are devoted to research, developing and testing 
operations carried on within the confines of the Arsenal.

Redstone Arsenal -- RSA, commanded by Colonel Keith T. O'Keefe, is 

the U . S. Army installation which is the home and headquarters of the U. S. 

Army Ordnance Missile Command, the Army Ballistic Missile Agency, the Army 

Rocket and Guided Missile Agency, and the. Ordnance Guided Missile School.
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The Arsenal, in addition to furnishing a base of operations and all 

necessary support, also operates the Redstone Depot.

The organizational structure falls under the four major Army areas, 

administration, security and safety, operations and training, and logistics. 

In addition there is a control office, directly responsible to the commander 

and his deputy, a judge advocate section, adjutant and executive officer, 

Physical facilities and utilities are also supplied to contractor 
organizations on the Post including two research companies, Thiokol Corpo

ration, and the Rohm and Haas Company, as well as offices for other con
tractors having liaison representatives and instructors in missile operation 
and maintenance located here.

Jet Propulsion Laboratory -- JPL, a research and development facility, 
is operated for the Army by the California Institute of Technology. Dr. 
William H. Pickering is director.

JPL's mission is three-fold: to originate, develop and test new guided 

missile systems; to conduct supporting research in all the sciences pertinent 
to guided missiles; and to conduct feasibility studies and evaluation 

studies of programs and projects of military and scientific interest.

The Laboratory, located at Pasadena, collaborated with ABMA in launching 

the Explorer satellites and the space probe. Dr. Jack Froehlich is in charge 
of JPL's space activities.

In its 20 year history JPL has pioneered many programs which have served 

as foundations for U. S. advances in missile weapons systems technology.
The Lab developed the first jet-assisted take-off (JATO) units in the U . S.

It developed the CORPORAL, and later the SERGEANT missile systems for the 

Army. SERGEANT is a solid-propelled weapon that is to replace the CORPORAL.

JPL employs some 2100 persons. The main facility at Pasadena covers 

80 acres and is valued at about $23,000,000. It is government-owned.
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External facilities are also maintained at Muroc, Calif., White Sands 

Missile Range, N. M,; Goldstone Test Station, Calif.; and Cape Canaveral, 

Fla.
White Sands Missile Range -- WSMR is the Army's overland missile test 

range. It covers a 4,000 square mile area north of El Paso, Texas. Maj. 

Gen. W. E. Laidlaw is the commander.

Primary mission of the Missile Range is the testing of intermediate 
range rockets and guided missiles. This includes general supervision and 
coordination of scheduling, range safety, and instrumentation for all 
flight testing.

All branches of the military services, plus a large number of in

dustrial firms and academic institutions, are located on the installation. 

The Missile Range employs about 6,000 civilians and has a military strength 
of about 3000.

WSMR was activated in 1945, and since that time has served as the 

principal overland missile range. The first rocket tested was the "TINY 
TIM" on Sept. 26, 1945. Each service has contributed in the construction 

of rocket testing facilities. All use the same firing range and to a great 

extent, the same personnel in firing and instrumentation of rocket flights.
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